THE    VENNER    CRIME	,47
which was to appear in one of the learned journals.
And on looking up the train by which he was to return
to London, lie saw that it stopped at Weyford.
Even then, he did not make up his mind. Ek entered
th*' train, and opened his copy of The Times. But his
normal powers of concentration failed him. He icrand
that his eyes followed the wording without conveying
its meaning to his brain. And when the train pulled up
at Weyford, he got out, deposited his luggage in the
cloakroom, and walked into the town*
He inquired his way to the police station, and when
he reached it, asked to see Sergeant Blewitt. The ser-
geant appeared, and Dr. PriesSey introduced himself,
'{ I am a friend of Sir Alured Faversham, who has
told me oi the death ol his late assistant, Charles
Alcott/' he said simply. " I am wondering whether it
would be possible ior me to see the documents which
were found in the dead man's pocket?"
" I don't see any objection to that, sir, since you ar«
a in end of Sir Alured's," replied Blewitt. ** If yo*x
don't mind waiting a minute, I'll fetch them, We'r*
keeping everything of Alcott's, ia case somebody should
turn up to fetch them."
Blewitt went out and returned shortly with the two
pieces of paper. The first that Dr. Priestley picked up
was the one with Faversham*s name and address on it.
This piece of paper was tough, and of excellent quality.
It had been torn into a roughly circular shape, cutting oS
the last letter of the address. It was comparatively
clean, onty slightly soiled, and that on the side bearing
the writing. The reverse was not soiled at all.
The writing was certainly in a feminine hand, and an
educated one at that. A broad-nibbed pen had been
employed, and good black ink. From the appearance
of the ink, Dr. Priestley came to the conclusion that the
writing was not of very recent date. It was

